
 

9/14/18 Newsletter                                 

 
Important Dates:  
Monday, September 17, 7:30-10:00pm ACSD Board Mtg. - MUHS 
Tuesday, September 18 Picture Day - Please order online or bring order form 
Tuesday, September 18, 6:00pm Friends of Weybridge Elementary (FOWE) Mtg. - childcare provided  
Thursday, September 27, 6:00-7:45pm Potluck Supper & Open House 
Monday, October 1, 6:30-9:00pm ACSD Board Meeting at Weybridge Elementary 
Tuesday October 2, 1:00pm Early Release for students 
 
Dear Families,  
 
Bus news - When students got on the buses at the beginning of the year, they found new seat 
belts. All ACSD buses now have seat belts with the universal expectation that all K-12 students 
wear them. Last week students found that cameras had been installed as well, another ACSD 
initiative. Their installation is not a response to misbehavior on the part of Weybridge Elementary 
students, but is a blanket requirement. Finally, last Friday, Dash, after talking with me, 
implemented assigned seating for the afternoon run. Her goals were to create greater safety and 
inclusion on the bus as well as efficiency for getting off and on the bus. I will be talking about these 
changes with the students in the next few days. If you have questions, please contact me. 
 
Afternoon route: Please note that the bus driver may alter the p.m. route depending on which students 
are riding and, at times, depending on weather/road conditions. This means that drop off times may vary. 
This last week, for example, bus drop-offs have been running early several days.  

 



 
Reminder: Public Bathroom Etiquette - We continue to have almost daily mopping in the 
bathrooms. It would be helpful if you would go over public bathroom etiquette with your children -- 
flushing, aiming, washing and drying hands, respecting privacy and shared space. I’ve talked with 
the students about expected behavior. Thanks for your help. 
 
Peanut Safe School: We continue to be a peanut safe school. This means no peanuts, peanut 
butter and other foods containing peanuts or prepared in settings where cross-contamination might 
occur will be served as part of the breakfast and lunch. We also ask that you, for the safety of the 
student, not send any of these items into school with your children. Please read labels carefully. 
You can check the safe snack guide published by SnackSafely.com for regularly updated 
information.  We will do training again with all of the students about food allergies and steps they 
can take to contribute to a peanut safe environment. We’re happy to answer any questions you 
may have.  
 
Front office email update - Please direct communications about absences, after school plans, 
etc. to Kirsten: khendy@acsdvt.org. See additional information in “Handbook for Students and 
Families” about planned absences of 3 days or more and what constitutes an excused absence. 
 

 
Handbook for Students and Families - Finally, the 2019 edition of the handbook has been 
published. If you would like a hard copy, please let Kirsten know. If you have questions or 
comments, please check in with me. Periodically I will include passages from the Handbook in this 
newsletter that touch upon concerns that have recently come up in the school.  
 

Play-dates, Parties and Invitations 
We ask that all out-of-school plans be made ahead of time and that any invitations, written 
or verbal, be sent from home, not initiated or delivered at the school.  
 
We look to you for support and help in creating a safe and respectful environment at school. 
Out-of-school socializing (including electronic networking) has a significant impact on 
in-school social climate. We rely on you to keep inclusion in mind as you plan 
playdates and parties with and for your children. For example, if your child is having a 

https://snacksafely.com/safe-snack-guide/
mailto:khendy@acsdvt.org


birthday party, plan to invite all of the children or all of the girls or all of the boys in their 
classroom or their grade level. Please hold firm on this. We also ask that any plans that are 
made support children in being honest (rather than encouraging their “keeping secrets”) 
among peers in school. 
 
Logistically, it also helps, if a party puts several additional students on the bus, that you 
make other arrangements for transportation. Please remind children they should keep any 
gifts for parties in their backpacks while on the bus or during school. (Handbook, pp. 11-12) 

 
Meals program - Meal statements will be sent out via email on the first Monday of each month. 
It’s ideal to have at least a week paid in advance on your child’s meal account.  You can pay by 
cash or check made payable to ACSD - Weybridge Lunch.  Please bring or send meal money to 
Kirsten in the front office. 
 

FOWE Newsletter Items 
● Our first meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 18th from 6-7pm.  We will begin a new 

tradition this year of opening the first half hour of the meeting for pizza or potluck to give attendees 
an opportunity to connect before we work through the agenda.  We will need to get as accurate a 
head count as possible before each meeting to be sure we have enough pizza for children 
and adults.  Please RSVP by Monday, 9/17.  Childcare will be provided. 

● FOWE has a new email address!  Please feel free to reach out to co-chairs Melanie Root and 
Kirsten Hendy via FOWE2018@gmail.com with any questions, ideas or to RSVP for the monthly 
meetings. 

 
We made it through a five day week! Rest up!  Christina 
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